VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 


3437* 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ( end  of  1949) 

according  to  rate  Looks . . . . ,.4346. 

(There  are  in  addition  143  houses  comhined  with  shops). 


Rateahle  Value  1st  April,  1949.;.. . £69,971  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate.. . . ...,...£271.  7s. 


POPULATION ;  (See  also  Appendix  ”0") 


1946  Registrar  General's  estimate  -  Civilian . 14,880. 

Total.. .  . . .  .14,980. 


TABLE  showing  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  changes 
in  population  during  the  present  decade 


1940 . 12,990 

1 Q41 ,  * . . . . . .  .1  3,580 

1945 . 13,340 

1 946. . . . 14.230 

1942. . ...13,310 

1943  . 13,110 

1944  . 13,290 

1947  . 14,530 

1948  . 14,780 

1949.... . 14,980 

BIRTHS! 


1948  1949 


Live  Births: 


Stillbirths: 


Legitimate . . . . 


Illegitimate. . . . 


Total  Live 
Births. . . . 


Legitimate. . . . 


Illegitimate, . , . 


Total  Stlll- 

b i r  ths ........ 


Male 

170 

140 

Female 

153 

136 

Total 

323 

276 

Male 

2 

4 

Female 

6 

3 

Total 

8 

7 

Male 

172 

144 

Female 

159 

139 

Total 

331 

283 

Male 

4 

1 

Female 

3 

5 

Total 

7 

6 

Male 

2 

1 

Female 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

2 

1 

Male 

6 

2 

Female 

3 

5 

Total 

9 

7 

1 
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Birthrate  per  1 >000  estimated  population; 


1948 

1949 

Wigston,-,,..,..,,* . 

22,39 

19.00 

England  &  Wales,,, . 

17.9 

16.7 

IH®2itimate  birthrate  per  1  ,000  11  vr  births* 

Wigston . ^ 

24.1 

24.7 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths... 

26,4 

24.1 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Wigston .  0.68  0,48 

England  &  Wales,* . . .  0.42  0,3S 


TABLE  showing 
birth  rates 


the  changes  in  the  total  live  births  and  in  the 
during  the  present  decade 


Year 

Total 

Live 

births 

Wigston 

Birth  Rates 
(per  1 ,000  population) 

Wigston 

Leicester¬ 
shire  . 

England  and 
Wale  s , 

1940 

224 

17.3 

15.1 

14.6 

1941 

225 

17.7 

14.6 

14.2 

1942 

261 

19.6 

17.3 

15.8 

1943 

287 

21  .9 

19.6 

16.5 

1944 

315 

23.7 

21 ,1 

17.6 

1945 

254 

19.0 

18,8 

16.1 

1946 

319 

22.4 

20,6 

19.1 

1947 

359 

24.7 

21  ,2 

2O..5 

1948 

331 

22.39 

18.84 

■  17-9 

1949 

283 

19.0 

17.35 

16,7 

DEATHS : 


Total  Number  of  Deaths  i  Male.... 

Female . • 
Total,  •  <y 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

wigston, 

England  and  Wales . 


1948 

1949 

§3 

68 

64 

72 

147 

140 

9,9 

9.4 

10*8 

11,7 

TABLE  SHOWING  the  changes  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  and 
in  the  death  rates  during  the  present  decade 


Death  Rates  (per  1 ,000  population) 

Not  corrected  for  age  or  for  sex 
distribution  of  the  population. 

Wigston 

Leicester- 

England  and 

shire* 

Wales. 

12.5 

12.4 

14.3 

12,3 

11.0 

12.9 

10.2 

10.4 

11.6 

13.3 

11.3 

12,1 

12.0 

11,2 

11*6 

10.9 

11 .1 

11.4 

11*1 

10.7 

11.5 

11.3 

11,3 

12.0 

9.9 

9.77 

10.8 

9.4 

10.68 

11.7 

Year 


Total 

Deaths 

Wigston 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


162 
167 
136 
174 
160 
1 46 
157 
164 
147 
140 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: 


No»  of  deaths;  Puerperal  sepsis, . 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

Wigston . . . . . . 

England  &  Wales , . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age : 


No.  of  Deaths:  Lecitimate. ...... . 

•  Male 

11 

6 

4 

2 

Female 

Total 

17 

6 

Illegitimate. . . 

.Male 

Nil 

Nil 

Female 

Nil 

1 

Total 

Nil 

1 

Total  Infant  deaths. 

7 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births: 

Wigston*  . . . 

24.7 

England  &  Wales., . 

32 

19U8  19U9 

Nil  Nil 

1  1 

2.9 

1.02  0.93 


TABLE  showing  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  and  infant 
mortality  rates  during  the  present  decade:- 


Year 

Total 

Infant 

deaths 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 
per  1 ,000  live  births. 

Wigston 

Leicester¬ 

shire 

] - - 

England  and 
Wales 

1940 

11 

49 

46 

55 

1941 

18 

70 

50 

59 

1942 

20 

77 

47 

49 

1943 

18 

63 

42 

49 

1944 

12 

38 

37 

46 

1945 

10 

39 

36 

46 

1946 

14 

44 

36 

43 

1947 

22 

64 

43 

41 

1948 

17 

51.3 

32.2 

34 

1949 

7 

24.7 

27.1 

32 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


li '  j 


https://archive.org/details/b30277814 


Causes  of  Death ; 


Registrar  General *s  Classification! 


1  * 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6* 

7. 

8* 

9. 

10, 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21  . 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


1948  1949 


M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Tot 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers . . 

•iv 

mm 

Cerehro-spinal  fever. . ,,, 

1 

i 

Scarlet  fever,...., . 

mm 

V'mooping-cough . 

M* 

mm* 

Diphtheria . 

mm 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory, , . . . „ . . . , , « 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  non-respiratory „ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases , 

i 

i 

Influenza . . . . . . . 

1 

1 

Measles. . . . . . . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio¬ 
encephalitis.  0 , 

m* 

Acute  Infectious  encephalitis. , 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

»  • 

Cancer,  of  buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  (m)  and  uterus  (p).,.,,e 

1 

1 

mm 

Cancer  of  stomach  or  duodenum . .  c . 

4 

3 

7 

2 

5 

7 

Cancer  of  breast,  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

- 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer,  all  other  sites. ..e . 

12 

4 

16 

6 

3 

9 

Diabetes. . . . . 

- 

— 

2 

2 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions.,...,. 

6 

4 

10 

6 

7 

13 

Heart  disease, ....................... 

22 

15 

37 

22 

23 

45 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system. . . . . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis. . . . . 

7 

3 

10 

5 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

1 

3 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases........... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum,,,.,..,. 

- 

— 

1 

mm 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),,... 

1 

1 

2 

- 

mm 

mm 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

fam 

Other  digestive  diseases . . 

3 

3 

1 

4 

0 

6 

4 

10 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis, •• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 

injuries,  infantile  diseases . 

5 

1 

6 

mm 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

mm 

4 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

3 

5 

8 

13 

4 

4 

8 

83 

64 

147 

68 

(M 

140 

Classes  13#  14#  15#  16  totalled.... 

8 

11 

19 

17 

9 

26 

Classes  18,  19,  20  totalled.... 

31 

33 

64 

28 

20 

48 

Classes  21,  22,  23  totalled.... 

7 

6 

13 

13 

5 

18 

/ 


SAKITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


Sanitary  Inspector; 

Mr,  Fred  Boustead  Ashbridge,  Cert,  M,,S.I,A# 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Ashbridge  for  the  following  information 
relating  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


Water  Supply; 

The  Leicester  Corporation  mains  supply  the  water  to  this 
District;  pressure  during  peak  consumption  hours  in  some  parts 
of  the  area  is  not  satisfactory  but  this  matter  is  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Water  Authority, 

a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  having  a  piped 


supply  laid  into  the  house., . .  4>424* 

Population  concerned,  . . . . .  1  4#694« 

b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from 

stand  pipes,,.., . . . . . .  49* 

Population  concerned,. . 160. 

c)  Number  of  wells  in  use . . .  11a 

Number  of  houses  supplied . . . 16, 

Population  concerned, . . 56. 


Sewage  i 

Work  has  commenced  on  a  new  9  inch  sewer  of  some  463  yards 
along  the  Wolford  Road  area.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  re¬ 
duce  the  number  of  cesspools  in  that  area  by  12, 

Number  of  cesspools  in  use,. . . 

Number  of  premises  served  by  these.,... . . 


Closet  Accommodation : 

Approximate  number  in  the  district  of  — 

a)  Privies,, . . . 

b)  Pail  Closets . . . . . 

c)  Water  Closets..,...* . . . 


Nil, 

23. 

5,379. 


Palls  are  cleansed  weekly  by  the  Authority's  om  labour 
and  disposal  is  made  into  the  public  sewer.  Cesspools  are 
similarly  cleansed  fortnightly. 


188  Houses  share  W.C.  accommodation,  the  number  of  W.C's. 
concerned  being  101, 
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PuTjlio  Cleansing ; 


^  A  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  together 
with  a  twice  weekly  collection  of  kitchen  waste. 


Trade  wastes  are  collected  from  premises  producing  these 
out  the  collection  of  waste  paper  has  "been  abandoned  owing  to  the 
market  for  this  commodity  having  disappeared. 


The  collection  of  household  refuse  on  a  fortnightly  schedule 
is  inadequate  especially  during  the  summer  months  v/hen  fly  breed¬ 
ing  presents  such  an  important  problem,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
from  1st  April,  1950  collection  will  become  weekly. 


I  feel  it  necessary  to  condemn  the  present  system  of  col¬ 
lection  of  kitchen  waste.  The  use  of  street  bins  which  are 
upset  by  dogs  and  children  at  play  and  which  at  their  best  are 
offensive  to  the  senses  and  during  warm  weather  make  a  serious 
contribution  to  the  fly  menace,  is  highly  unsatisfactory. 


In  certain  parts  of  the  District  it  is  felt  that  this 
Authority  is  merely  subsidizing  the  collection  of  swill  for 
individual  pig  and  poultry  keepers  who  rifle  the  bins  immediately 
prior  to  collection. 
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Sanitary  InsiPection  of  the  Area; 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year** 208 
Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered* •.•.•**... •  498 
(See  also  Appendix  "D"). 


Total  number  of  inspections  made; 


Animal  keeping*  a********************* 

Bakehouses*  0  . . * , 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds . . . . 

Drainage  works.*.*. . . . 

Dwelling-houses  (all  purposes).**,.*. 

Pood  premises*  . . 

Offensive  trades.*,***** . 

Rats  and  mioe  destruction.*,.,**.,**. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal* . . 

Schools*  • .  . . * . .  * . 

Shops . .  * . * 

Slaughter-house  and  meat  inspection* , 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  etc,* . . . 

Verminous  premises  and  scabies, *,**, • 

Water  supplies* . . 

Workshops  *  . . * . .*.**• 

Other  inspections. . . ....**. 


Total  inspection 


First 


leotions. 

Revisits 

38 

62 

4 

10 

48 

104 

24 

36 

225 

652 

40 

63 

Nil 

Nil 

45 

95 

259 

452 

Nil 

Nil 

26 

k3 

10 

58 

7 

11 

8 

16 

37 

62 

17 

27 

132 

225 

920 

1 ,916 

Notices  served  during  the  year; 

Preliminary ; 

Outstanding  on  January  1st  1949»*»*»* 

Issued  during  the  year . 

Complied  with  during  the  year . . 

Statutory  action  necessary* *.**..**•  • 
Outstanding  on  December  31st  1949»**» 


Housing* 

1 

52 

44 

Nil 

9 


Public  Health 

20 

404 

322 

7 

95 


Shops ; 

Defects  found  in  sanitary  conveniences 

during  the  year**.** . 

Defects  remedied  during  the  year*.*** 


1. 

.  '1 


« 


I 
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Regulated  Buildings; 

Number  of  dwelling-vans  in  the  area 

Number  of  inspections  made . 

Action  taken.  . . . 

General  conditions . . 


1 

2 

Nil 

Good 


There  is  no  lodging  house  in  the  area* 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs; 

Number  of  council  houses  found  infested.**..,, . 

Number  of  other  houses  found  infested . . . | 

Number  of  houses  disinfested . . . 

Number  of  disinfestations  carried  out  by  local  authority. ••• , 
Number  of  disinfestations  carried  out  by  the  property  agent,. 


Schools : 


There  was  no  defect  or  nuisance  at  any  of  the  Schools  in 
the  area,  and  no  action  was  necessary. 


HOUSING. 

(Refer  also  to  Appendix  "B” ) 


1 .  New  Houses. 


Number  of  applications  for  council  houses  at  the 

end  of  the  year . . . . . . . .  936 

Programme  of  new  council  houses  - 

Erected  by  end  of  year.*,, . .  53 

Under  construction  at  end  of  year ,  127 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  by  . . 

private  enterprise..,..., . . . .  -13 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  at ' the 

end  of  year  by  private  enterprise . . .  10 

Total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  by  - 

a)  Local  Authority,*.. . . . 195 

b)  Private  Enterprise,,,*. . . . ..,..**  86 


2*  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year; 

a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts )..*.. . . . . . *  225 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,,,, . *  652 

b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  those 

above)  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 . .  Nil 


CM 
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o)  Niimber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  he  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  he 
unfit  for  human  inhabitation . .  Nil 

d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  in 
previous  sub-heading)  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  fit  for  human  inhabitation.. . .  43 


3*  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 

authority  or  its  officers,  . . . . . . .  40 


4*  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year; 

a)  Under  Sections  10,  I6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 936 ; 


i)  Notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses 

requiring  repairs . . . . . .  7 

ii)  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by  owners . . .  7 

b )  Under  Public  Health  Acts : 

i)  Notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.. . .  18 

ii)  Dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  vi^ere 

remedied  by  the  owners . . . . .  18 


5*  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding; 

Refer  to  Appendix  "B” . 


THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  ROOD. 

Milk ; 

i)  Retailers  (other  than  cow-keepers): 


Number  on  Register. . .  62 

Number  of  inspections  made. . . . . . .  40 

Number  of  contraventions  found. . . . .  4 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding  from  1 945» ».*••••♦ •  Nil 

ii)  Producers ; 

Number  on  Register ...  . . . . . . .  I6 

Number  of  inspections  made. . . . .  64 

Number  of  contraventions  found.... . . .  9 

Contraventions  outstanding  from  1945* . . .  Nil 

Contraventions  remedied...... . . . .  ^9 

Contraventions  outstanding  on  30th  September,  1949......  Nil 


Of  the  13  total  contraventions,  9  were  concerned  with 
utensils  and  cleansing  and  2  with  structural  alterations. 


Milk  Sampling ; 

Designated  Milk:  Total  number  of  samples  taken  for 
( Pa s teu’r i se d )  bacteriological  examination. ....... . 

Number  found  satisfactory . 

Ordinary  Milk;  Total  number  of  samples  taken  for 

bacteriological  examination,. . 

Number  found  satisfactory . . . 

Investigations  are  made  when  any  samples  are  found 
unsatisfactory,  and  repeat  samples  are  taken. 


46 

46 


54 

52 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk; 


In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  a 
quarterly  examination  of  milk  produced  and  sold  in  the  district  with 
a  view  to  detecting  the  presence  of  living  tubercle  bacilli. 

Twenty-three  such  samples  were  taken,  only  one  showing  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli c  The  sale  of  this  milk  to  the  public 
was  immediately  stopped  and  the  case  reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  whose  Veterinary  Inspector  conducted  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  herd  which  is  now  producing  a  satis¬ 
factory  milk. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 

These  regulations  came  into  operation  on  I  st  October,  1949>  and 
relieved  Local  Authorities  of  certain  of  their  duties  in  respect  of 
the  licensing  and  inspection  of  dairy  farms,  and  processing  plant 
which  have  now  been  assumed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  by  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  respectively. 

Local  Authorities  are,  hov/ever,  given  duties  in  respect  of  the 
registration  and  licensing  of  retailers  of  milk  and  wider  powers  are 
conferred  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  enable  him  to  pre¬ 
vent  infected  milk  from  reaching  members  of  the  public. 


Meat  and  other  Foods ; 

There  are  no  regional  slaughter-houses  in  the  area.  Two 
slaughter-houses  are  open  for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers’  pigs. 
213  animals  have  been  slaughtered  in  the  district  during  the  year 
and  196  carcases  were  inspected.  2  whole  carcases  were  condemned 
and  in  1 3  cases  a  part  or  an  organ  of  the  carcase  was  condemned. 
6.63^  of  these  animals  were  found  to  be  affected  by  tuberculosis. 


Number  of  Inspections; 


Knackers  Yards . . . . . . . .  18 

Meat  Shops  and  Stores . . . . . . .  22 

Places  where  food  other  than  meat  is  kept  or 
prepared  for  sale . . .  36 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  Infectious  diseases  was  similar  to  that  in  1948. 

A  summary  of  notifications  is  presented  in  tabular  form  and 
in  an  additional  table  is  shown  the  monthly  distribution  of  measles, 
whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever,  with  the  1948  figures  presented 
for  comparitive  purposes. 


Tuberculosis ; 

A  table  shows  the  nev/  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
related  to  age  and  sex.  The  figures  given  are  representative  for 
the  current  trends  of  this  disease. 
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TAELS  showing;  the  notification  of  Infectious  diseases  analysed  "by  sex  and  ap:m  groupings: 
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- 

Measles 

ft 

26 

cn 

(M 

CM 

O 

CO 

s 

- 

26 

- 1 

26 

CJN 

CM 

1 

m 

CO 

V/hooping  Cough 

ft 

ro 

CM 

r- 

O 

T— 

43 

s 

-rt 

KO 

CM 

o 

LA 

Age 

Groups 

1 

o 

1 

1 

rA 

1 

LOl 

1 

O 

1 

LO 

_ 

1 

Lft 

CM 

1 

u?l 

-d- 

1 

Ift 

VO 

! 

Age 

Unknown 

CO 

P 

o 

p 

_ J 

TABLE  sh-ov/irig  the  monthly  distribution  of  certain  infectious  diseases. 


TOTALS 


i 

) 

I 


I 


/  1  ■> 


I 


f;-. 


1 


I 


I  '••• 


r  ■ 


I 


.•<8 

I 

■I 

I 


t 


i 

j 

4 

I 
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The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948: 


Seation  47  of*  this  Act  empowers  a  Local  Authority  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  OfficeTof  Health  to  apply  to  the 
Courts  for  an  order  for  the  removal  to  hospital  or  other  ap¬ 
propriate  institution  of  persons  found  to  he  suffering  from 
grave  chronic  disease,  being  aged  or  infirm  or  physically 
incapacitated  and  living  under  insanitary  conditions,  and  not 
receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention* 


Four  such  cases  were  reported  to  me  during  the  year.  Two 
cases,  males,  being  admitted  to  hospital  without  a  Court  order 
and  a  further  two  cases,  one  male,  one  female,  dying  before 
proceedings  could  be  instituted* 


The  grave  handicap  to  the  potential  advantages  of  action 
under  this  Section  is  the  serious  shortage  of  hospital  beds 
for  clironic  cases*  It  now  requires  some  eight  weeks  delay 
before  a  vacancy  for  a  female  case  oan  be  obtained* 


.  r  $ 


i 


V 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1957* 


PART  I  OP  THE  ACT. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  hy  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c 

Number 

Number 

3f 

m/c 

Premises 

(1) 

line 

No.] 

(2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspect¬ 

ions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(1  )  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1  ,2,3>4  &  6 

1 

6 

- -  -  -  - - 

22 

— ■■  ■ ' 

4 

Nil 

1 

are  to  he  enforced  hy 
Local  Authorities.,.. 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1 )  in  which  Sect. 

2 

89 

49 

8 

Nil 

2 

7  is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority...... 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sect*  7  is  enforced  hy 

3 

8 

17 

6 

Nil 

3 

the  Local  Authority  + 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises),... 

Total.  . . . 

103 

88 

18 

Nil 

. . .  ,J 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  POUND 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  he  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases"  ) • 


[M/o 

^ne 
'  No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

M/c 

line 

Particulars 

Referred 

which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were  insti 
tuted. 

(7)  .. 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

Pound 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

To  H.M. 

Inspect" 

or, 

(5) 

By  H.M, 
Inspect¬ 
or, 

(6)  . 

.m 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(s.1. 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2.).. 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (s.3*)******** 

6 

6 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation  (s*4*)» . 

7 

•M 

mm 

7 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (s.6.)..... 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7.) . 

a j Insufficient . 

9 

3 

3 

1 

9 

defective 

10 

11 

11 

.. 

3 

10 

c)Not  separate  for 
sexes 

11 

2 

2 

... 

11 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating 
to  Outwork) . .  • 

12 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Total  . . . 

k - - - 

60 

19 

19 

- 

4 

60 

+  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (section  103(1 ))>  Institutions  (section  IO4) 
and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  works  of  Engineering 
Construction  (sections  IO7  and  108). 


-I 


1  C‘V 


1 


J  . 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 

( Sections  1 1  0  and  111) . 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work. 

M/c 

line 

No. 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in  Aug¬ 
ust  list 
required 
hy  Sect, 
110(1  ) 
(o) 

No,  of 
cases 
of  de¬ 
fault 

0 

in 

send¬ 
ing 
lists 
to  the 
Coun¬ 
cil. 

NOo  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists. 

No,  of 
instan¬ 
ces  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises. 

I  Notice 
Served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

M/c  . 

,  line 
Noc 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Wearing) 
apparel ; 
Making 
etc. 

13 

149  ■ 

j 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

13  1 

Cleaning 

and 

Washing. 

14 

1 

» 

.  ■  .  ,1 

1 

1 

1 

14  i 

L 

APPEKDIX  "A” 

I  am  indelDted  to  Mr.  G.  P.  Staoey,  Surveyor  to  the 
Wigston  Urban  District  Council  for  the  following  report 

RAINFALL  IN  1949* 

At  WIGSTON  U.D.C.  Sewage  Farm,  Countesthorpe . 

In  the  County  of  LEICESTERSHIRE. 


I  Diameter  of  Funnel  -  8  inches. 

Height  of  Top  above  Ground  -  -ft,  9  in. 

Height  of  Ground  above  Sea  Level  -  256.85  ft. 


Total  Greatest  Fall  Number  of  days  with 

Month  Depth  in  24  hours.  .01  in.  .04  in, 

or  more  or  more 


Inches 

Inches 

Date 

January 

1  .67 

.45 

4 

18 

8 

February 

.78 

.28 

9 

12 

6 

March 

1 .91 

.79 

5 

14 

10 

April 

2.02 

.67 

7 

15 

9 

May 

2.86 

.54 

18 

14 

10 

June 

•  74 

.24 

4 

8 

6 

July 

2.99 

1  .64 

15 

9 

7 

August 

1 .60 

.  64 

3 

8 

6 

September 

2.06 

.91 

23 

8 

6 

October 

5.28 

1  .15 

26 

16 

14 

November 

2.64 

.42 

6 

21 

16 

December 

1 .67 

.34 

19 

17 

13 

26,22 

160 
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WICroTOlT  URBi\jI  DISmiGT  COUITCIL 
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for  the  year  i949o 


APPEITDIZ  ’’B". 
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Medical  Ot'ficer  of  Kealth» 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  ADULT  POPULATION  ON 


WIGSTON  MAGNA. 


\ 

\ 

WARD 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

St,  Wolstans 

889 

997 

1  ,886 

Central 

1 ,534 

1 ,716 

3,250 

All  Saints 

583 

675 

1  ,258 

TOTAL 

_ 

3,006 

I 

3,388 

6,394 

SOUTH  WIGSTON. 


> 

WARD 

i 

MALES 

\ - 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

! 

1 

Fairfield 

727 

823 

1,550 

Bassett 

1  ,053 

1 ,153 

2,206 

TOTAL 

CD 

o 

1 ,976 

3,756 

WIGSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

TOTALS 

4,786 

_ 

5,364 

10,150 

iU'PKnjix  "jj''.- 


HOUSING. 


In  the  folloY/ing  pages  I  present  my  analyhjs  housing  allocations  during 

the  year  1949  and  of  those  applicants  m-aining  cn  housirg  register  on  the 

31st  heceniher  of  that  year. 


The  data  are  shovm  in  tabular  form  in  exa  •  v 


s;nie  r/ry  as  in  i.iy 


Report  for  1948* 

a)  Tabl^  1  shov/ing  monthly  totals  of  allocations  dui’ing  1949^ 

b)  Table  2  sho\Ying  the  time  elapsing  hetwQGn  application  for  and  allocation 

of  houses;  in  ttiose  cases  dealt  with  in  1949« 


c)  Table  3 


showing  an  analysis  of  the  ciscuinstances  of  living 
re-housed  in  19490 


of  those  families 


d)  Table  4  is  similar  in  structure  to  Table  2  but  deals  v/ith  those  remaining 
on  the  housing  register  on  3'ist  December,  19^9^  the  total  being 
corrected  as  described  above* 


®)  Table  3  is  similar  in  stmetui’e  to  Table  3  but  again  deals  ’v/ith  those 
families  remaining  on  the  register  on  31st  Dcco..iber,  1949<» 

f)  Table  6  offers  a  means  of  comparison,  the  dat'^  for  fre  shown 

together  with  the  1949  figures. 


In  tables  3  and  3  the  standard  of  overcrov/ding  e::.plcyed  J  s  that  laid  dovTn 
in  the  Housing  Act,  193^  v/hich  it  must  be  pointed  out  is  a  ver^;  unsatisfactory  guide, 
as  many  households  v^here  conditions  are  inapproxn’iate  to  nsaltiiy  life  can  still  pass. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


These  figures  would  appear  to  suggest  tliat  allocations  in  1949  bore  a  less 
consistent  relation  to  need  than  tliose  made  in  1948s.  For  example  the  allocation 
of  7*2^  of  houses  to  applicants  having  no  children  and  tlie  allocation  of  nearly  one 
third  to  applicants  who  v/ere  already  full  tenants  of  their  existing  property  wi.ll 
excite  a  certain  amount  of  criticism. 


public  disquiet  does,  hov/cver,  appear  to  be  primarily  due  to  insufficient 
infomation  being  available  to  combat  Tuuour.  If  for  example  it  is  decided  that  a 
fixed  percentage  of  houses  shall  be  allocated  in  a  certain  way  or  to  a  certain  class 
of  applicant,  let  this  ruling  be  known  in  order  that  idle  talk  may  bo  defeated. 


The  data  given  on  the  follor\7ing  pages  sho'w  that  overcrowding  is  v/idespread 
and  that  many  families  are  compelled  to  share  householdarrienities. 

Vi/here  overcrowding  can  be  shown  to  be  associated  with  the  presence  in  the 
house  of  a  case  of  tuberculosis  I  fool  that  this  is  an  over-riding  qualification  for 
re -housing. 


The  damage  to  mental  and  physical  health  caused  bp  the  continual  friction  of 
tv70  families  forced  by  circurastances  to  live  under  the  s.ame  roof  i^i  difficult  to 
estimate  and  often  passes  unperceived.  It  does  nevertheless  form  the  basis  for  some 
of  my  recommendations  to  the  Housing  uolection  gub-CoLimittoc. 


In  conclusion  I  v/ish  to  drai/  youi’  attention  to  the  I  h  7V'j  allocEitions 
v/hose  applicants  formed  the  subject  of  recommendations  made  by  mo  on  hcalbh  grounds 
and  I  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Selection  Sub-Coirmittee. 


A. 


*l*J 


•  I 


4  I 


TilBLE  I 


Yoar  ending  31st  Deccoboi', 


IIOKYrilYr 


Januejry 

1 

July 

A- 

Febnjiary 

2 

i.UgUtit 

3 

March 

2 

September 

April 

4 

October 

11 

May 

15 

Hovernbor 

8 

June 

6 

December 

10 

6 


i'Jj 


TOTAL  FO}^  TIL  YEilld 


o  o  (*  o  o  o  e 


>  • 


II. 


TL,iE  L.L..^E  BET, /HI  i  iLilTIOATIOU  FOR  Al-IF 
AL]'jO(UTIO:r  OF  ACCa,.  .OIAilTOII. 

Group  -  Under  Six  montlig  ?  Total  3o 


Tiiao  L£ 

rpse_  (months }  _ 

i 

2 

3 

4 

Humber 

of  cases 

. 

I 

2 

_  1 

_ 

Group  2  Sort  Eleven  months; _ pR 


Time  Lapse  (months) 

U  ! 

I _ ; 

7 

o 

o 

o 

y 

10 

1 1 

HuTiiber  of  Gases 

— 

- 

. . . 

“ 

1 

-J 

i 

u,  

'*> 

Group  3_p"  Tvolve  to  Soventoen  months:  Total  9-? 


? 

j  Tiiiic  Lapse  (months) 

12 

14 

^  - — 

15 

16 

- 

17 

i  Hmber  of  otses 

_ 

^  I 

_ _ J 

3 

J 

—  - 

1 

Group  4  “  Eighteen  to  Trenty-thrco  i.ionths;  Toto.l 


Tii.ic  Lapse  (months) 

18 

— — —— — 

19 

20 

21 

— 

22 

23 

I'llii.iOOx^  C'l  OClL^OS 

1 

6 

3 

3 

2 

M 

- - - - Ji— 

Group  ^  -  Twenty -four  _t£^  T/oaity-uii io_ i-ioiit lis ;  To  tal  _6 , 


r  “  ■  1 

1  Time  La;)SG  f months) 

r  B 

2h,  ^ 

25 

26 

— 

28 

29 

Iiwiber  of  co.ses 

1 

- f 

2 

2 

1 

Group  6  -p  Hiirty  to  thirty-fivo  lionthc ;  Total  8. 


Time  Lapse 

^months ) 

30 

31 

32 

\ 

33 

ITumber  of  cases 

... 

M 

1 

c. 

1 

1 

L 

T 


Group  7  -  Thirty-six  to  Forty-one  months : _ Toto.l 


9. 


r  "  ~  ■ 

1  Time  Lapse  (months) 

36 

37 

38 

.39 

40 

41  . 

I^ITumber  of  co.sgs 

4 

1 

o 

c. 

o 

Group  8  Forty-tiTo  to  jj' or  by- so  von  i-icnths  :  Total  7. 


lirAG  Lo.pse  (months ') 

J;2 

i:3 

2|i, 

45 

46 

.... 

U-7 

■Humber  of  cases 

1  - 

3 

L  ^  ' 

. . 

J 


t 

% 


\ 


l» 


•  •  I 


/ 


't 


I 


Table  II  oont'd, 


Group  9  -  Porty--QirJit  to  Fifty-tliroo  nontho;  Total  3» 


Lapse  (montlis ) 

48 

49 

50 

51 

\ 

53  ] 

f’lui.iber  of  Gases 

o 

_  . 

" 

1 

■* 

Group  10  - 

Fifty-four  to  Fifty -nine  Lionthsj  Tctr.!  3 

TL.io  Lapse  (months) 

53 

56 

53. 

-  39 

liunber  of  cases 

. . 

n 

<L, 

1 

f  - 

Group  11  - 

Sixt^'"  to  Sixty-five  months: 

Total 

2, 

Time  Lapse  (i.ionths) 

60 

6i 

62  1 

" 

63 

64  I 

63 

■ 

Linuber  of  cases 

1 

L 

■ 

J 

1 

Group  12  Si>r^’p^ivc^  i.ionths :  3^ 


Tiv.ie  I-apsc  (.ucntiis) 

70 

- - 

02 

108 

ilumbor  of  cases 

1 

1 

- 

1 

p 


t- 


I 

\ 


OF  THE_0_IECmiSTAlTGES  Og  LIYIHG  OF  BlilHnTTRm  VUilLlSS 


• 

H 

H 

H 

kI 

PQ 

EH 


I 


m]3LE  IV, 


A  SmC-iARY  OP  TIffl  [CL  .E  HiiVUlG- 
OP  iU?J?Lia'lTIOIT  POP  RE  HOUSLIG-  MID 
LIE  CASE  OP  P.LLLIES  STILL  iPIuiLTL'TG-  Oil  TilE  HE-HOTJSniG. 

iUi]GISIEP  AT  mi  EClTE. 


'.a^SED  BELZ/EEP  BA.TE 
3l3t  DECE.IBEE,  19Z;a  LI 


Group  1.  -  Under  six  months:  Totril  112, 


Th.ie  Lo,p3e  (months) 

— 

1 

9 

“  i 

3 

5  i 

rlumbor  of  Cases 

5 

2L 

^^3 

CJ 

- ,, 

Group  2  -  _^x  to  Elovon  i.ionths ; _ 


P 

I  Tii.ie  Lapse  (nontlis) 

— 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

I  Number  of  Cases 

a - - - 

33 

31 

LiB 

14 

21 

27 

Group  3  .L7o1vq  Seventeen  I/Ionths ;  Total  110, 


Tii'.ie  Lapse  (months) 

12 

13 

14 

13 

1 6 

17 

N'Uiuber  of  Cases 

_ 

13 

21 

14 

31 

13  1  16 

Group  A  “  Eishteen  to  LT'enty-tiu'-ee  nontlii 


Total 


TL-iO  Lapse  (months) 

1G 

19 

20 

21 

22 

- — 

23 

il'umbor  of  Cases 

21 

20 

21 

19 

M  1 
^  J 

V' 

Group  3  “*  Lventy-f O'Ur  to  T^.^nty-nino  r:onths_:__  Total 


TL-io  Lapse  (months ) 

o  1 

26 

27 

28 

.  29  

I'luiuber  of  Cases 

3 

1. 

t 

23 

29 

13 

12 

Greup  6  -  Thirt.y  to  Thirty- 


I  :lvo 


:'’.ontiiS 


Total  30, 


Tiiue  Lapse 

fnonths ' 

30 

31 

CM 

n 

33 

f-  ^ 

a  - 

35^ 

Nujnber  of  Cases 

Uii - 

23 

(C, 

7 

j 

Iz 

rp 

3 

Group  7  ""  Thirty-six  'bo  Porty-one  nonths;  Toto-1  6lj 


Time  Lapse  (months) 

36 

37 

38 

39 

to 

Nuruber  of  Cases 

1 

1:0 

11 

9 

12 

14 

.  -J 

p  A 

Group  8  "•  Porty-t\7o  to  Porty-sovon  non'fahs;  Toto.I  L3a 


TL'io  Lanse  (months) 

42 

■  ■" 

ho 

hU  1 49 

i[.G 

47 

N'umber  of  Cases 

"1 

,  ^  ^  ... 

1.  • 

j-  -pr- 

■  fO'-'-i 

- -4 

1  1  ■  ~ 


• .  J 


I 


I 


i 


i' 


/ 


Table  IV  cont’d. 


Group  9  ~ 


Group  10 


Group  11i 


Group  12 


Forty- eight  to  Fifty-tliroo  nontho : 


Tot. 


r.p 


Fine  Lap  s  g  ( raon  Ih  s ) 

1  o 

49  .. 

Mjnbcr  of  Casoo 

f 

! 

i 

J 

9 

Fifty -four  to  Fifty-nirio 


r.ioiiths : 


Totr^ 


Tiiae  Lapse  (uon-'lis') 

5,5 

56 

57 

.e  I 

Number  of  Cases 

■  — u 

5 

■■  3''“ 

4 

Sixty  to  Sixty-f vioiiths ;  Tc  tal 


■i6« 


^  -T-  - 

TL-io  Lapse 

[months) 

60 

61 

62 

63 

6h 

6.5 

NuL-ibor  of  Oases 

— 

3 

1 

10 

mmt 

o 

31x;j;y-f ive  uonths :  _To tal  81. 


Time  Lapse  (uonths) 

66/71 

7?/33 

8t/95 

96/1 0'7 

ITuaber  oi’  Cases 

14 

15 

11 

,4 

13 

- - 

13 
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GOIJTH  IVIGSTON  BRIGIOTARD  PIT.  • 


This  pit  fell  into  disuse  os  o  briclcv/cr.Rs  some  30  years 
ago  on  account  of  increasing  influx  of  ¥/ater  and  the  fact  that  the 
bottom  of  the  clay  level  had  been  reached  revealing  slialeSj  to  which 
reference  will  be  niade  later. 


The  surface  area  of  the  nit  is  some  13^000  square  yards 
and  the  depth  of  water  is  6o  feet  except  within  23  feet  of  the  water's 
edge  whore  tipping  has  produced  shelving  sides. 


The  pit  is  jointly  owned  by  Messrs.  Bowles  d  Son  and 
Messrs.  Gonstone  Ltd,  and  for  some  13  years  lj.as  boon  used  as  an 
unrestricted  tip. 


No  significant  complaints  wore  rooolvod  regarding  this 
tip  until  October  20th  1949  v/hon  persons  living  adjacent  to  the  pit 
alleged  that  an  offensive  odour  was  being  givaioff. 


These  complaints  wore  invc'st igatod  at  once  and  the  cause 
of  the  smell  shov/n  to  be  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  Analyses  of  v/ater 
taken  from  the  pit  demonstrated  that  this  gas  v/as  present  to  the  extent 
of  15  parts  per  million,  and  the  investigations  which  followed  showed 
that  it  was  being  constantly  produced  at  a  steady  rate  and  was  being 
concurrently  destroyed  at  a  rate  only  slightly  loss  than  that  of 
production. 


The  significance  of  tliis  appears  when  it  is  realised 
that  the  rate  of  production  in  the  v/holo  pit  amounted  to  some 
thousands  of  pounds  weight  of  this  gas  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas  is  highly  toxic  and  could 
present  a  serious  danger  to  health.  It  v/as  released  from  the  surface 
of  the  water  at  a  rate  which  depended  upon  the  amount  present  end 
also  upon  the  tomperaturo  and  humidity  of  the  atmosphere.  Routine 
gas/air  analyses  wore  carried  out  to  detect  possible  dangers  from  aerial 
pollution  and  wg  were  fortunate  in  being  ab3.o  to  show  that  serious 
pollution  likely  to  affect  health  was  not  taking  plr:co, 

A  large  scale  investigation  was  carried  out  to  ascertain 
the  possible  causes  of  this  nuisance  and  to  docido  on  methods  of 
treatment. 

The  resmlts  of  v/ater  analyses  v/orc  submitted  together 
with  other  data  to  several  authorities  for  opinion  and  after  having 
disposed  of  a  few  initial  misleading  opinions  it  was  decided  that 
the  cause  was  complex  and  was  biological  in  nature. 

Messrs  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.,  who  were 
consulted,  confirmed  my  view  that  the  appropriate  method  of  treatment 
was  by  the  application  of  bleaching  powder,  they  agree  d  however  that 
this  remedy  v/as  uncertain  and  costly. 

Investigations  carried  on  over  a  period  of  v/eols  showed 
that  the  production  of  sulphuretted  liydrogcn  v/as  greater  in  certain 
areas  of  the  pit  bed  and  accordingly  a  schomo  of  chlorination  was 
worked  out  and  applied  to  those  aroos  under  my  supervision.  Speedy 
results  were  not  expected  but  a  slow  decline  in  the  rate  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  production  v/r.s  observed,  and  hy  February,  1930 
production  had  ceased. 

Observations  continue  to  be  made  and  I  am  pleased  to 
be  able  to  report  that  a  continuous  iraprovomont  in  the  quality  of 
the  water  in  this  pit  is  noticeable),  the  most  recent  analysis  being 
made  today,  July  3rd  1930  shov/ing  that  organic  pollution  of  the  pit 
is  lov/er  than  ever-,  previously.  This  is  in  no  small  way  due  to  the 
owners  who  have  restricted  tipping  and  have  co-oporatod  to  the  full 
with  this  Authority’s  Public  Health  Department, 
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I  havG  stated  that  the  mochanisra  of  this  sulphurottod 
hydrogen  production  is  coinplox,  Roducod  to  its  simplest  terms  it 
may  be  as  follows 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  produced  by  biological  action 
on  sulphates  under  conditions  of  oxygon  shortage.  Sulphates  occur 
in  this  pit  in  large  quantity  together  with  other  sulphur  containing 
materials  in  the  natural  strata  -  the  shales  mentioned  above#  The 
organisms  which  carry  out  this  action  may  have  been  introduced  from 
outside  or  may  have  been  present  already#  If  the  latter  was  the 
case  then  some  change  in  the  nature  of  the  circu^istances  of  their  life 
might  have  brought  about  the  action. 

The  only  change  which  I  was  able  to  identify  v/as  the 
tipping  into  this  pit  -of  some  400  tons  of  litje  which  appears  to  have 
rendered  the  water  slightly  more  alkaline.  Such  a  change  might 
initiate  such  an  action. 

The  major  conditions  allowing  this  action  to  take  place 
are  of  course  still  there  and  I  feel  it  necessary  to  enter  a  word  of 
caution  against  excessive  optimism.  This  nuisance  may  recur,  and 
prevention  can  only  bo  assured  by  filling  in  this  pit. 
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